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Daily New Cases in Kenya (2nd June 2021)

Courtesy: Worldometer





Daily New Deaths in Kenya (2nd June 2021)

Courtesy: Worldometer





Results (1)

Time period: March-August 2020
Number studied: 787 COVID-19 patients (6 hospitals)
Median age: 43 years
43% had pre-existing co-morbidities:
CVD (17%)
Diabetes mellitus (15%)
PLHIV (7%)
Malignancies (4%)
CKD (3%)
Chronic Airway D’se (3%)
11%-ICU admission.

Ombajo et al, 2020



Results (2)

Ombajo et. al, 2020
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Presidential Directive 

1. Constitution of National Emergency Response Committee (NERC)
2. Suspension of travel for all inbound travelers from countries reporting cases
3. Kenyans or those with valid residence permits coming in or who came in in 
the last 14 days to self-quarantine/or quarantine in Government designated 
facility
4. Suspension of learning in Kenyan educational institutions with immediate 
effect
5. Employees encouraged to work from home (55 years and above mandatory)
6. Encourage use of cashless transactions
7. Minimize crowding.



Lockdown evolution

1st 2nd

1st: Nairobi, Mombasa, Kwale, Kilifi, and Mandera-6th April
2nd: Eastleigh (Nbi), Old Town (Msa)-7th May

Ease of local: 7th July
Complete ease: 1st August

3rd: Nairobi, Nakuru, Kajiado, Kiambu, & Machakos
Ease of 3rd: 2nd May

Ease of 
local 

restr..

Complete 
ease

3rd

Ease 

of 3rd



Local language messaging,
Use of hashtags





VACCINE ROLLOUT



Vaccination Strategy (MoH-Kenya)

1. Regulatory preparedness: Approvals within one week
2. Planning & coordination: done centrally, with collaboration from county 
governments
3. Funding: Mix (COVAX & Kenyan Govt.)
4. Target populations & vaccination strategies: Done in three phases (based on vaccine 
availability)
5. Human resources management & training: Use of existing staff
6. Acceptance & uptake: Devt. of communication strategy
7. Safety monitoring
8. Monitoring & evaluation system.



Vaccination phases (Mar 2021)-MoH Kenya
Phase 1 (Mar-

June 2021)-1.25 
million people

• Health care workers
• Frontline workers 

(teachers, security 
forces, immigration 
officials)

Phase 2 (Jul 2021-
Jun 2022)-9.76 
million people

• Elderly (60 yrs & 
above

• 18 yrs & above with 
comorbidities

Phase 3 (Jul 2022-
Jun 2023)-4.9 
million people

•Other vulnerable groups 
( 18 yrs. & above in 
congregations)

•Hospitality & tourism 
indudtry players

•Sporting industry



Vaccination phases (Apr 2021)-MoH Kenya
Phase 1 (Mar-

June 2021)-1.25 
million people

•Health care workers
•Frontline workers 
(teachers, security 
forces, immigration 
officials)

•Elderly (60 yrs. & above)

Phase 2 (Jul 2021-
Jun 2022)-9.76 
million people

•18 yrs & above with 
comorbidities

Phase 3 (Jul 2022-
Jun 2023)-4.9 
million people

•Other vulnerable groups 
( 18 yrs. & above in 
congregations)

•Hospitality & tourism 
indudtry players

•Sporting industry



Vaccination phases (May 2021)-MoH Kenya
Phase 1 (Mar-

June 2021)-1.25 
million people

•Health care workers
•Frontline workers 

(teachers, security forces, 
immigration officials)

•Elderly (60 yrs. & above)
•Sporting industry

Phase 2 (Jul 2021-
Jun 2022)-9.76 
million people

•18 yrs & above with 
comorbidities

Phase 3 (Jul 2022-
Jun 2023)-4.9 
million people

• Other vulnerable 
groups ( 18 yrs. & 
above in 
congregations)

• Hospitality & tourism 
indudtry players
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STIGMATIZATION





COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage (Globally)

LIMITED VACCINE AVAILABILITY & ERRATIC SUPPLY



COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage (HICs)



COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage (LMICs)





Courtesy: MoH-Kenya, 2020

LIMITED 
TESTING 
CAPACITY



POOR WORKING CONDITIONS AND INDUSTRIAL UNREST



Courtesy: REUTERS



INCREASED POLITICAL ACTIVITY



VIRAL VARIANTS



CORRUPTION ($71.96 M)!





Outline

Background
Kenya’s pandemic response
Challenges
Conclusion



Conclusion

1) Still a long way to go in pandemic control
2) Kenya employing suppression strategy, though 
with challenges-dependent on affordable testing & 
vaccine availability
3) Global collaboration desperately needed 
(therapeutic and vaccine research & access).
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