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COVID-19
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Gaslight, 1944
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Testimonial injustice (a legitimacy deficit)
Hermeneutical injustice (no framework)

And the pathway 
from epistemic injustice 
to epistemic solidarity
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Too many symptoms

Absence of a paraclinical endpoint

Previously undiagnosed pathology?

Gender

Jakub Erol
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The “benefits” of 
disinformation on LC

•It means the pandemic can be 
considered over
•It means that it was just the flu
•It means that endemicity is acceptable
•There is no need to spend funds on it
•There is no need for further mitigation
•There is no need for complex decisions

Gaslighting is only a part of 
mis-/dis-/mal-information on LC
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Who “benefits” from 
disinformation on LC

•State:  no measure, no costs, no difficult 
decisions
•Society: hygienic racism at play
•Media: no difficult reporting
•HC personnel: no need to study, no 
helplessness  

•AND…

Andrzej Pagowski 17



Who else “benefits” 
from disinformation 
on LC

•The Merchants of Hope

Disinformation is not only denial, 
is profiteering mal-information too

18



19



20



21



Combatting disinformation on LC:
The HIV example

From Patient-Led Collaboration Data 
to
Ed Yong
to
Eric Topol 

Francis Collins’ “the citizen scientists”

22



Combatting disinformation on LC:

Combatting disinformation in general
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Combatting disinformation in general
Misconception

Misnformation

Disinformation

Malinformation
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The era of post-truth and attention deficit
True is the sensorially powerful

Our planet that gets smaller every year, with its fantastic proliferation of mass media, is 
witnessing a process that escapes definition, characterized by a refusal to remember….

We are surrounded today by fictions about the past, contrary to common sense and to an 
elementary perception of good and evil… 

a foreboding of a not distant future when history will be reduced to what appears on television, 
while the truth, as it is too complicated, will be buried in the archives, if not totally annihilated
(Czeslaw Milos, Nobel Lecture 1980) 25



The era of post-truth
True is the sensorially powerful
Or simply the louder
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The era of post-truth
True is the sensorially powerful
Or simply the louder OR the most famous!
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Who disinforms? 
(Who profits?)
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Who disinforms? 
(Who profits?)
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Who disinforms? 
(Who profits?)
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Who disinforms? 
(Who profits?)

The far-right QAnon 
meets 
the left counterculture of “natural treatments”
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The fertile ground for disinformation
Conspiracy theories as a means to fight 
uncertainty (simple solutions to complex 
problems, via “stigmatized knowledge”)

The effect of illiteracy (science-, med-, e-, media-)

Targeting inferiority complexes & dissatisfaction

Creating a sense of belonging and mission
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The fertile ground for disinformation
The democratization of information seeking
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The fertile ground for disinformation
The democratization of information seeking
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Image credit: Dave Cutler (artist)
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A. Debunk but you make it legitimate?
B. Prebunk but how much is feasible?
Jonathan Swift: "falsehood flies and truth comes limping after it“

C. Outline COIs of the “truthers” but does their audience really 
care? 

D. Moderate content but do you moderate “innocent lies”? Can 
you moderate horizontally? Can you control all platforms?

E. Accountability (of truthers and digital platforms) but legal 
labyrinths

F. Educate/ Bridge the science confidence gap but this is long-term
G. All of the above
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Who educates? 
(Who is trusted?)
-Community leaders
The “vaccination contagion” notion
-First-line HC workers
-The media, post getting educated
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Name the battlefield
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The democratization of propaganda creation 
through AI (Sander van der Linden)
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The democratization of propaganda creation 
through AI (Sander van der Linden)

Will science be able to define truth?
41
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